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Acts 15
 Galatians 2:12
 F. F. Bruce: “[Peter’s] example was bound to have a disastrous effect on others; it
would, unless checked, endanger the whole principle of Christian unity. . . . Paul saw
quite clearly that the concession in the matter of table fellowship was bound in the long
run to compromise the basic gospel principle that salvation was the gift of God’s grace in
Christ, to be received by faith alone [and not by circumcision as well].” (Acts 303-304)
 Two characteristics of a Holy Spirit guided faith community:
 Acts 15:7—“after much ______________________________.”
 Acts 15:2—“sharp ________________ and __________________________.”
 F. F. Bruce: “Peter, as leader of the Twelve, . . . reminded the company that the
fundamental principle which they were discussing had already been decided. . . .
Cornelius and his household had not even made an oral confession of faith when the
Holy Spirit came upon them. . . [W]hy should further conditions now be imposed on them
which God Himself plainly did not require?” (Acts 306-307)
 Ellen White: “Thus, without controversy, prejudice was broken down, the exclusiveness
established by the ______________ of ages was abandoned, and the way was opened
for the gospel to be proclaimed to the Gentiles.” (Acts of the Apostles 142)
Does circumcision end?
 Acts 16:3-4—For the sake of the Jews, not wanting to put a stumbling block or wall
between him and them, Paul ___________________ Timothy.
 Galatians 2:3, 4—For the sake of the Gentiles, not wanting to put a stumbling block or
wall between him and them, Paul ________________ to circumcise Titus.
 Paul changed his ____________ depending on cultural circumstances and societal
values.
The Jerusalem Council models for us an essential truth for the church of God today:
unity in ___________________, but diversity in _______________________.
 To fulfill the same ________________ the same church/the same denomination can
practice two very different _____________ in the very different cultures and countries of
the world and still remain united under the divine guidance of the same Holy Spirit the
whole time.
 You can be a ______________ global faith community and practice very ____________
methods in your shared mission to “seek and save the lost.”

Unity in Mission—

Diversity in Method
discussion, dispute, debate, custom, circumcises, refuses, methods, mission, method, mission, methods,
united, diverse

