“Wine and Milk Without Money”—Part Three
“No Shameat All”
www.pmchur ch.tv
Bruce Sterling: Nothing“ . . . isever going [to] make us magnificent or spiritual when
we lack the will, vision, and appetite for spiritual 7 (www.wired.com)
v “Blessed arethose who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.” (Matthew 5:6)

Romans 1:1, 16, 17
v The R-word of “ spiritual magnificence”:
v Romans 1:16, 17 isthe and of the book.
L] And thethemetext of these theme ver sesis Habakkuk :“The
righteous will live by ”
u Both Habakkuk and Paul are championing the great theme of
. by
u But ther€ sno point in contemplating “ righteousness by faith” until we
can cometo gripswith the R-word itself.

What isthe meaning of the R-word?

v Isaiah 45:24—"In the LORD arerighteousness and

v Jeremiah 12:1—*You are righteous, O LORD.”

v Psalm 71:15—"My mouth will tell of your rlghteousn&ss, of your all
day long, though | know not its

v Psalm 145:17—“The LORD is rlghteousm hisways, and
toward all he has made.”

v | saiah 24:16—" From the ends of the earth we hear singing: ‘Glory to the

One”

v Danid 9:7—"Lord, you arerighteous, but thisday we are covered with

v Exodus 9:27—“‘'The LORD isin the [KIJV—righteous], and | and my
peoplearein the (KIV—wicked].””

v Zephaniah 3:5—"The LORD within her isrighteous, he does no
M orning by morning he dispenses his , and every new day he does
not ”

v Psalm 89:14—" Righteousness and justice arethe of your throne;
love and faithfulness go before you.”

v |saiah 5:16—" But the LORD Almighty will be exalted by hisjustice, and the

God will show himsdlf by hisrighteousness.”



So what do we know thus far about the R-word?

u Emil Brunner: “Righteousness, therefore, issimply the
of God, asit expressed toward his created world or toward anything
apart from himsdf.” (The Christian Doctrine of God 278)

u Ellen White: “Righteousnessis , likenessto God, and
‘God islove’ ... Righteousnessis , and loveisthelight and the
lifeof God.” (Thoughtsfrom the Mount of Blessing 18)

u TheR-word, in fact in its quintessence, is himself.

= Then why did Martin Luther have such struggle over “the righteousness of God?”

v

“1 greatly longed to under stand Paul’ s Epistle to the Romans and nothing stood
in the way but that one expression, ‘thejustice [righteousness] of God,’
because | took it to mean that justice whereby God isjust and dealsjustly in
punishing the unjust. My stuation was that, although an impeccable monk, |
stood before God asa sinner troubled in conscience, and | had no confidence
that my merit would assuage him. Therefore, | did not loveajust and angry
God, but rather hated and murmured againg him.” (Roland Bainton Herel
Stand 49)

Do welive with avery similar struggle?

L] Jeff VanVonderen—Tired of Trying to Measure Up: Getting Free from
the Demands, Expectations, and I ntimidations of Well-meaning People.

u -based systemsare based upon

L] “Weall need an environment where we feel our needsare met because
of who we are and not because of what we do. In shame-based
relationships, value and acceptance ar e ear ned on the basis of
performance. Performance, however, always seemsto fall short of the
standard, giving usthe message, ‘ You ar e defective and inadequate.’
Eventually, we becomeingrained with a need to measure up. What
followsis moreimpotent performance, which generates even more
shame. And on it goes.” (41)

u “We're often taught that acceptability comes from ‘useful’ religious
performance that lives up to the expectations of our particular religious
community. And since human performanceisan inadequate, false
meansto acquirevalue, it always falls short. Someoneisalways
displeased, and even if heisn’t dissatisfied, we are. We simply can’t act
perfectly enough.” (42)

No “shame-based system” with Paul—"1 am not ashamed!”

u For “therighteouswill live by faith”—not by shame, nor by
performance.
L] Luther: “Night and day | pondered until | saw the connection between

the justice [righteousness] of God and the statement that ‘the just shall
live by hisfaith. Then | grasped that thejustice of God isthat
righteousness by which through grace and sheer mercy God justifies
[saves] usthrough faith. Thereupon | felt mysalf to bereborn and to
have gone through open doorsto paradise.” (Bainton 49)



v John Stott notesthat “therighteousness of God” isall of these:

u It isadivine .
u Itisadivine .
u It isadivine
v No shameat all!
u Because the truth of the gospel is that the performance that mattersis
performance—not yours.

u Thetruth of the gospel isthat the righteousness that countsis
righteousness—not yours.

“The righteous will live by faith.”

Magnificence, Righteousness, heart, soul, 2:4, faith, righteousness, faith, alone, strength, aways, salvation, measure,
all, loving, Righteous, shame, right, wrong, wrong, justice, fail, foundation, holy, holy, holiness, holiness, Almighty,
God, Shame, performance, attribute, activity, achievement, Jesus', God's



