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THE ROOSTER AND THE DOVE

o The Rooster

Mark 14:66-72

Desire of Ages: “In that gentle countenance [Peter] read deep pity and sorrow,
but there was no anger there. The sight of that pale, suffering face, those
quivering lips, that look of compassion and forgiveness, pierced his heart like an
arrow. Conscience was aroused. Memory was active. . . . Once more he looked
at his Master, and saw a sacrilegious hand raised to smite Him in the face.
Unable longer to endure the scene, he rushed, heartbroken, from the hall.”
(713)

The Dove

e Mark 1:9-13

e Matthew 10:16—“‘l am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore
be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.”

e 1 Corinthians 10:13—“No temptation has seized you except what is common
to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what
you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so
that you can endure it.”

= 2 Kings 6:12—“‘None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, ‘but
Elisha the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words
you speak in your bedroom.””

= Psalm 50:15—“Call upon Me in the day of trouble and | will deliver you!”

® John 16:13—“‘But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you
into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.””

O Conscience

® |saiah 30:21—“Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will
hear a voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it.””

= 1 Corinthians 8:4, 7—“So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We
know that an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God
but one. . .. But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so
accustomed to idols that when they eat such food they think of it as
having been sacrificed to a god, and since their conscience is weak, it is
defiled.”

= Romans 14:23—“But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat,
because their eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come
from faith is sin.”

= SDA Bible Commentary: “The Christian should never violate his
conscience. It may require educating. It may tell him that certain things
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are wrong that in themselves may not be wrong. But until convinced by
the Word and the Spirit of God that a certain course is proper for him, he
ought not to pursue it. He must not make others the criterion for his
conduct; he must go to the Scriptures and learn for himself his duty in the
matter.” (SDABC 5:641)

o The Dove and the Rooster

Our High Calling: “As we yield to the influence of the Spirit of God [the Dove],

our conscience [the Rooster] becomes tender and sensitive, and sin that we

have passed by with little thought, becomes exceeding sinful.” (153)

Which is why we must ask for both Gifts:
Dear God—give to me please a clear conscience sensitive to sin. | don’t
want to drink the Kool Aid and suck up the poison. | know full well what
sin is—my conscience immediately goes into Red Alert. So please grant
me Your power to obey Your Voice. And please give to me, dear Jesus,
Your baptism of the Holy Spirit. Even as He came upon you, let Him come
upon me, too—everyday. So that daily | might hear and obey the loving
voice of Your Spirit through my Conscience, | humbly pray. Amen.
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