“The Galilean:
Following Jesus in an Iconic World”—1

o Mark Twain

“It is one of the mysteries of our nature that a man, all unprepared, can receive a
thunder-stroke like that and live. There is but one reasonable explanation of it. The
intellect is stunned by the shock, and but gropingly gathers the meaning of the
words. The power to realize their full import is mercifully wanting. The mind has a
dumb sense of vast loss—that is all. It will take mind and memory months, and
possibly years, to gather together the details, and thus learn and know the whole
extent of the loss. A man’s house burns down. The smoking wreckage represents
only a ruined home that was dear through years of use and pleasant associations.
By and by, as the days and weeks go on, first he misses this, then that, then the
other thing. And, when he casts about for it, he finds that it was in that house.
Always it is an essential—there was but one of its kind. It cannot be replaced. It was
in that house. It is irrevocably lost. He did not realize that it was an essential when
he had it; he only discovers it now when he finds himself balked, hampered, by its
absence. It will be years before the tale of lost essentials is complete, and not till
then can he truly know the magnitude of the disaster.” (Quoted in Frederick
Buechner, Speak What We Feel, 78)

o Matthew

“The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. And for those who lived in
the land where death casts its shadow, a light has shined.” (Matthew 4:16 NLT)

o Brene Brown

“We love seeing raw truth and openness in other people, but we’re afraid to let them
see it in us. We’re afraid that our truth isn’t enough—that what we have to offer isn’t
enough without the bells and whistles, without editing, and impressing. | was afraid
to walk on to that stage and show the audience my kitchen-table self—these people
were too important, too successful, too famous. My kitchen-table self is too messy,
too imperfect, too unpredictable.” (Daring Greatly 41)

“Here’s the crux of the struggle: | want to experience your vulnerability but | don’t
want to be vulnerable. Vulnerability is courage in you and inadequacy in me. I'm
drawn to your vulnerability but repelled by mine.” (1bid)

‘... when | look at narcissism through the vulnerability lens, | see the shame-based
fear of being ordinary. . . . | see how kids that grow up on a steady diet of reality
television, celebrity culture, and unsupervised social media can absorb this
messaging and develop a completely skewed sense of the world. | am only as good
as the number of ‘likes’ | get on Facebook or Instagram.” (Ibid 22, 23)



o Jesus

‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

o Ellen White

“It is our privilege to open our hearts, and let the sunshine of Christ’s presence in.
My brother, my sister, face the light. Come into actual, personal contact with Christ,
that you may exert an influence that is uplifting and reviving.” (Prayer 156)

“Face the Light”
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